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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate had passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 365. An act to provide for a research
program for remediation of closed meth-
amphetamine production laboratories, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 793. An act to provide for the expansion
and improvement of traumatic brain injury
programs.

———————

WELCOMING BISHOP EARL J.
WRIGHT, SR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

It is with great pleasure that I intro-
duce Bishop Earl J. Wright, Sr. as the
guest chaplain for the day. The bishop
is very well known in Detroit, and we
have known each other since the 1950s,
even before Coleman Young became the
first African American mayor of our
great city.

He has a number of responsibilities,
but the one that I enjoy bringing to the
membership’s attention is that he is a
founding and supporting pastor of Mil-
ler Memorial Church of God in Christ
Number 2, located in Haiti. And, of
course, we are honored to have his
lovely and gracious wife, Dr. Robin L.
Wright, who is the senior supervisor of
the Church of God in Christ’s Japanese
Jurisdiction. In addition to being an
evangelist, she is also a writer and a
great help to the bishop.

We have known each other across the
years, and I remember coming to him
the first time I ran for Congress, and
with the late Bishop Bailey, I was able
to prevail in my very first election.

The bishop has shown himself as a
true disciple of Christ, relying heavily
on his favorite scripture, Romans 4:21:
““And being fully persuaded that, what
he had promised, he was able also to
perform.” He exemplifies service to his
fellow man, allowing his words to al-
ways bring grace to the hearer. He con-
stantly speaks words of hope, spreading
the good news to all. He practices evan-
gelism that reflects Christ-like com-
passion to reach the world with the
gospel.

Bishop Earl Wright, Sr. is a wonder-
ful man of God, and I'm happy to know
him and to welcome him to the floor of
the House of Representatives today as
guest chaplain.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
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minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

DOD AUTHORIZATION CON-
FERENCE REPORT AND ITS SUP-
PORT OF OUR WARFIGHTERS

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, today the House will consider
one of the most important pieces of
legislation that we have worked on this
year: the Defense authorization con-
ference report. It includes provisions to
restore our Nation’s military readiness
as well as protecting our troops.

This critical bill restores our mili-
tary readiness by authorizing $1 billion
for the Strategic Readiness Fund that
will require an in-depth status of our
forces, especially our National Guard,
and requires a plan to reconstitute
that force.

This legislation offers assistance to
our most precious and important re-
source: our warriors and their families
who sacrifice so much. It provides a 3.5
percent pay increase for service-
members and prohibits increased
health care fees while improving the
health care system. The bill addresses
the growing needs of our troops that
require care in traumatic brain injury,
post-traumatic stress disorder, other
mental health conditions, tuition as-
sistance programs, and also authorizes
a unique program that was started in
my State of Minnesota called Beyond
the Yellow Ribbon to reintegrate our
forces back to civilian life.

Madam Speaker, I am proud that this
Congress will pass legislation this week
to provide our troops with the re-
sources and health care benefits they
deserve and protect our Nation’s readi-
ness.

————

FUND OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is
day 73. That is 73 days since the start
of the new fiscal year. Our veterans
still do not have access to the in-
creased funding provided in a bill that
passed the House and Senate months
ago and the President is waiting to
sign.

This bill includes increased funding
to improve access to medical services
for all veterans, new initiatives for
mental health and PTSD, increased
funds for improved medical facilities,
and increased funding to assist home-
less veterans, to name a few.

The Democrats have refused to move
the bill forward while our veterans
have been operating on an extended
shoestring budget since October 1, and
2 days from now the current budget
will expire.

If the Democrats are acting in good
faith and in the best interest of our Na-
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tion’s veterans, why have they contin-
ued to delay this bill, and why do they
now intend to use our veterans to pass
an end-of-the-year omnibus spending
package?

The veterans bill could be passed and
sent to the President and signed today.
I am calling on the Speaker to move
the bill forward, and I call on all Amer-
icans to contact their Representatives
to tell the Democratic leadership to
send a clean veterans appropriations
bill to the President now.

———

THE STUDENTS OF NORTHPORT
HIGH SCHOOL: TEACHING US
ABOUT INVESTING IN THE RIGHT
PRIORITIES

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, in the
closing days of this session, we are
going to debate our Kkey priorities,
whether we should invest more in re-
searching illness and disease or wheth-
er we should cut funding.

I hope we will learn the lessons about
the right priorities from a group of
high school students in my congres-
sional district at Northport High
School. Two of their teachers, Mr.
Pendergast and Mr. Deutsch, were af-
flicted by ALS, Lou Gehrig’s disease.
ALS strips people of their ability to
speak, to swallow, to walk, and in
many cases to breathe independently.

Now, these students could have ig-
nored their plight. These students
could have said we have other prior-
ities. These students could have said
it’s not my problem, not our problem.
Here’s what they did: They raised over
$400,000 on their own for ALS research
and advocacy. They didn’t just turn
away from this problem; they became
part of the solution. On January 16
they are going to gather at their Mid-
winter Night’s Dream and raise even
more money.

These students have become our
teachers. I hope that we will learn
their lessons about investing in the
right priorities, about caring and show-
ing compassion for those who need
help. They have taught us a critical
lesson, and I hope that we will listen
carefully to the students of Northport
High School.

———

FUNDING OUR TROOPS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, the Pen-
tagon said last week that layoff notices
for Army employees could start going
out the middle of this month.

“Merry Christmas, here’s your pink
slip” may sound like a harsh way to
greet an employee this time of year,
but that is what the Defense Depart-
ment will be forced to do with civilian
employees and contractors in the run-
up to Christmas.
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